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How we define disinformation

Disinformation is more than overly simple false dichotomies like true 
vs. false or left vs. right.

GDI views disinformation through the lens of adversarial narrative 
conflict.  Adversarial narratives:

• Can be implicit or explicit;
• Are intentionally misleading;
• Are adversarial against:

 - at-risk individual or group
 - current scientific consensus
 - democracy and key institutions

Most importantly, creates a risk of harm

This definition transcends false binaries and identifies disinformation 
explicitly by adversarial narrative topic, such as anti-immigrant, 
misogyny, anti-vax, etc.

https://disinformationindex.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/GDI_Adverserial-Narratives_Report_V6.pdf
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This deck focuses on harmful adversarial narratives that falsely claim:

● Neo-nazism is deeply ingrained in Ukraine
● U.S. is helping to develop biological and nuclear weapons in Ukraine
● There was a coup d'etat in Ukraine in 2014
● Ukraine is occupied by a band of drug addicts and Neo-Nazis

The adversarial narratives have been found across multiple countries and languages 
(English, French, Serbian and Russian )

GDI has studied a selection of popular brand ads appearing 
next to anti-Ukrainian and anti-Democratic disinformation
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Popular brands unwittingly funding these stories:
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Ad tech companies servicing these ads & funding these 
stories:
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Why more action is needed to defund disinformation
• Despite action taken by some popular brands after Russia invaded Ukraine, ad tech companies 

continue placing ads featuring well known brands next to disinformation related to the conflict in 
Ukraine

• The responsibility to protect human rights is a global standard expected of all companies wherever 
they operate (UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights)

• Where companies have not responded adequately to conflict or fragile situations, some of their failure 
has facilitated widespread human rights abuses (UN Report of SR on promotion and protection of the 
right to freedom of opinion and expression)

• On 10 March 2022, the  Chair of the European Parliamentary Special Committee on Foreign Interference 
including disinformation and MEPS demanded platforms move from voluntary measures to a set of basic 
rules to develop a structural approach to disinformation within the future Digital Services Act.

• Whilst the UK, EU and U.S. sanctions are welcome, they have not defunded harmful anti-Ukrainian 
and anti-Democratic disinformation on the open web.

An urgent, long-term and industry-wide solution is needed to end the monetisation of harmful 
disinformation

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuidingPrinciplesBusinessHR_EN.pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3925306?ln=en
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3925306?ln=en
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English



Brand: 
Puma

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
zerohedge.com

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian

Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022

“As the Russia-Ukraine war wages on, the invasion will certainly serve to embolden 
Neo-Nazi factions from militia's to political parties throughout the whole of Ukraine. 
While Azov Battalion currently takes center stage, the origins of its founder and his 
allies show that a national socialist sentiment is deeply ingrained in Ukrainian 
politics. With the election of national socialist politicians in the past and continued 
sanction of their political and military operations, it's clear that Neo-Nazism in 
Ukraine is far from a Kremlin sponsored piece of propaganda.”



Brand: 
International Rescue
Committee

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
opindia.com

Disinformation:
Anti-Democratic and 
Anti-Ukrainian

Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022

“Interestingly, on Tuesday, the US State Department official 
Victoria Nuland in a way had admitted that US-funded Biolabs 
are working on developing bioweapons on Ukrainian soil. 
Nuland testified before a Senate Foreign Relation Committee 
hearing on Ukraine in Washington, DC, and said that the 
United States was working with Ukraine to prevent invading 
Russian forces from seizing biological research material. The 
State Department also stated that it was concerned that 
Russian forces are trying to gain control of biological research 
facilities within Ukraine.

By stating that Russia will be held responsible for any 
‘biological or chemical weapon attack,’ Nuland had effectively 
admitted what the Russian government has been saying all 
along: that US-funded Biolabs are developing bioweapons on 
Ukrainian soil.”



Brand: 
Starscope

Ad served by: 
Revcontent

Site:
americanthinker.com

Disinformation:
Anti-Democratic

“The U.S. triggered a coup 
d'état in Ukraine in 2014, 
overthrowing the 
democratically elected 
president who was 
Russia-friendly and installing 
a pro-Western, pro-NATO 
leader. Putin has had his eye 
on Ukraine ever since but 
dared not do anything when 
Trump was in power because 
he feared and respected 
Trump.”

Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022
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French



“Israel stunned by Ukrainian neo-Nazis
The state-organized presence of neo-Nazis within the Ukrainian 
army is not anecdotal, even if it is not possible to quantify it with 
certainty. On the other hand, it is easy to count their victims. In 
general indifference, they killed 14,000 Ukrainians in eight years. 
This situation is one of the causes of the Russian military 
intervention in Ukraine. Israel finds itself confronted for the first 
time with what it could never have imagined: the support of its US 
protector for its historic enemy, Nazism.”

Brand: 
MicroNordic

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
Voltairenet.org

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian

Date of Capture: 
March 23, 2022



Brand: 
Brillen.co.uk

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
Voltairenet.org

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian

Date of Capture: 
March 23, 2022

“A band of drug addicts and 
neo-Nazis
By evoking a band of drug 
addicts and neo-Nazis in power 
in Kyiv, President Putin 
shocked many. The Atlanticist 
press tried to portray him as 
mentally ill. However, the facts 
are there: power in Ukraine is 
indeed occupied by a gang of 
drug addicts who have stolen 
the gas revenues. A race law 
was passed. Monuments to 
Nazi Collaborator Stepan 
Bandera have been erected. 
And two Nazi battalions have 
already been incorporated into 
the regular army.”
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Serbian



Brand: 
Adobe

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
novosti.rs

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian and 
Anti-Democratic

Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022

“US advisers in Ukraine 
are helping Kyiv to 
develop biological and 
nuclear weapons, 
potentially increasing 
the risk of nuclear war, 
Secretary of the 
Security Council of 
Russia Nikolai 
Patrushev said today, 
RIA Novosti reports.”



Brand: 
BBC and itv

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
nultatacka.rs

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian and 
Anti-Democratic

Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022

“The Ministry of Defense of Russia published 
a document from March 6, 2015, which 
confirms the participation of the Pentagon in 
the financing of military-biological projects in 
Ukraine. According to the agency, the money 
was received by the laboratories of the 
Ukrainian Ministry of Defense in Kyiv, Odesa, 
Lviv and Kharkiv, a total of 32 million dollars.”
[...]
“These biolaboratories were selected as the 
executors of the project to study the causes 
of hemorrhagic fever in the Crimean Congo, 
leptospirosis and hantavirus, since these 
pathogens have natural foci in Ukraine and 
Russia - and their use can be disguised as a 
natural outbreak, according to the Ministry of 
Defense.”



Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022

But we are convinced once again that the 
Kiev regime, to which its Western masters 
have set the task of creating an 
aggressive anti-Russia, is indifferent to 
the fate of the people of Ukraine itself. 
The fact that people are dying, that 
hundreds of thousands, millions have 
become refugees, that a real 
humanitarian catastrophe is happening in 
the cities held by neo-Nazis and their 
armed criminals released from prison, 
they don't care.

Brand: 
Alibaba

Ad served by: 
Criteo

Site:
objektiv.rs

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian
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Russian



Brand: 
Unicef

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
amur.info

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian

“‘We know for certain that, with the support of Western countries, the SBU is 
preparing a provocation with the use of poisonous substances against 
civilians. The purpose of the provocation is to accuse Russia of using 
chemical weapons against the population of Ukraine,’ Igor Konashenkov 
pointed out. 

He also stated that the Russian troops involved in the special operation do 
not have special ammunition with chemical poisonous content, since Russia, 
unlike the United States, has long fulfilled its international obligations and 
completely destroyed all stocks of such weapons.”

Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022



Brand: 
Victoria Group

Ad served by: 
Adfox (Yandex)

Site:
klops.ru

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian and 
Anti- Democratic

Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022

“The President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelensky, hastily left Kyiv. 
This was stated by State Duma Chairman Vyacheslav Volodin in his 
Telegram channel. The head of the federal parliament noted that all 
the videos that the Ukrainian politician publishes on social 
networks were recorded earlier. 

‘Information from deputies of the Verkhovna Rada who tried to 
meet with him in Kyiv. They were invited to Lviv for a meeting. 
Zelensky is under the protection of neo-Nazis,’ the parliamentarian 
concluded.”



Brands: 
Myka

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
rubaltic.ru

Disinformation:
Anti-Ukrainian and 
Anti-Democratic

Date of Capture: 
March 22, 2022

“The goal of the Russian military 
operation in Ukraine is to get rid of 
the genocide committed against 
the Donbas. This was stated by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
during a speech at a concert-rally 
in Luzhniki on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the reunification of 
Crimea and Sevastopol with the 
Russian Federation.

‘It is [the intention] to save people 
from this suffering, from this 
genocide, that is the principal, 
primary reason, motivation and 
goal of the military operation that 
we launched in Donbas and on 
Ukraine. That is the goal,’ Putin 
said. Speaking about Donbas, 
Putin quoted words from the Holy 
Scriptures: ‘There is no greater love 
than that of someone who gives his 
soul for his friends.’”
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For More Information:

info@disinformation.org
www.disinformationindex.org


